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States must leverage NATO's capabilities and political support to succeed in the winning the GWOT. NATO'S support to on-going operations in Afghanistan and Iraq are historic and shows that NATO is transforming itself to respond to threats beyond its geographical boarders.
Terrorism, like communism, is a threat to all nations. The United States and NATO must again confront those that seek to disrupt peace in Europe and around the world.
I will begin by reviewing the origins of NATO in order to understand its strategic role in winning the Cold War. I will then discuss NATO's on-going commitment to fighting the GWOT.
Finally, I will discuss why the United States needs NATO and NATO needs the United States in order to effectively prosecute the GWOT with special emphasis on OPERATION IRAQI and ENDURING FREEDOM. an isolationist approach to international affairs, as they did prior to entering WWII; they now had to take an active leadership role in directing European foreign affairs and in particular, deal with the Soviet Union. The United States was the standard-bearer of democracy, individual liberty and capitalism, while the Soviet Union was the world's first and greatest socialist state, committed to building communism at home and expanding its influence and control abroad. 1 Because of vastly different ideologies, the Soviet Union and the United States became rivals. In effect, the end of World War II, which eliminated the need to cooperate against a common enemy, marked the beginning of the Cold War and the chess game between the two great superpowers.
EVOLUTION OF NATO
From 1945 to 1947, both superpowers attempted to work out their differences in post-war conferences designed to determine the way ahead for Europe and the defeated Axis powers. Terrorism (GWOT) when he stated, " we must take the battle to the enemy, disrupt his plans and confront the worst threats before they emerge. In the world we have entered, the only path to safety is the path of action and this nation will act."
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Convincing the American public that our country was at war was not very difficult. The image of the Twin Towers crumbling and the Pentagon burning will forever be etched in the minds of current and future generations of Americans. Convincing our friends and allies that they too were at war and should join the fight is proving to be a much more difficult task.
The events of 9/11 greatly influenced President Bush's foreign policy by generating what some intellectuals labeled as the "Bush Doctrine". In outline, the doctrine asserts that: (1) The United States will combat terror wherever it exists using all means at its disposal, including force; (2) bilateral relationships around the world will be increasingly defined in terms of those countries that support the war of terrorism and those that do not; (3) "rogue" nations and/or terrorist organizations cannot be permitted to acquire and/or threaten the United States with weapons of mass destruction. 25 Within the framework of this doctrine, the Bush administration developed its strategy for defeating terrorism and is outlined in the National Strategy for President Bush also used the United Nations forum as an opportunity to solicit international support for his policy of preemptive action against rogue states that possessed weapons of mass destruction. The policy states: "The United States has long maintained the option of preemptive actions to counter a sufficient threat to our national security. The greater the threat the greater is the risk of inaction-and the more compelling the case for taking anticipatory action to defend ourselves, even if uncertainty remains as to the time and place of the enemy's attack. To forestall or prevent such hostile acts by our adversaries, the United States leadership must use all its political influence and diplomatic savvy to obtain NATO's commitment and political support in fighting the GWOT. In both the near term and more importantly, the long term, NATO provides the United States with a political and military ally that can assist the United States in defusing known and unknown security challenges.
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